
ing of the Shrew” February 
25-26.  Associate Artistic 
Director Barbara Zahora, 
who made her directing de-
but with The Project last sea-
son with “Merry Wives” will 
direct “Troilus and Cressida” 
to conclude the season April 
21-22.  Saturday perform-
ances are 10:00AM at the 
Newberry Library, Chicago 
and 2:00PM at the Wilmette 
Public Library.  Sunday per-
formances will be at 2:00PM 
at the Highland Park Public 
Library.  Admission is free, 
seating is limited.  An intro-
duction to each play will 
commence 15 minutes prior 
to curtain.  Information on 
location venues and further 
information can be found at 
www.shakespeareprojectchic
ago.org 

 

The Shakespeare Project of 
Chicago will kick off its 17th 
season of free theatrical 
readings at its three venues 
October 22-23 when it pre-
sents “The Life and Death of 
Richard II.”  Directed by Ar-

tistic Director Peter Garino, 
the play will feature David 
Skidmore in the title role.  
The Project will begin a multi
-year exploration of Shake-
speare’s contemporaries 
January 21-22, 2012 when 
Stephen Spencer directs John 
Webster’s dark revenge 
tragedy “The Duchess of 
Malfi” with Michelle Shupe 
portraying the Duchess. 
“We’re looking forward to 
producing the 
‘Shakespeare’s Contempo-
raries’ plays,” Garino com-
mented.  “For our audiences, 
it will be an opportunity to 
experience some great plays 
from the Elizabethan and 
Jacobean periods that are 
rarely seen.” Former Artistic 
Director Jeff Christian takes 
the directing helm to lead 
the romantic romp “The Tam-

The  Project Celebrates 17th Season of Free Theatrical Readings 

“50-Minute Romeo and Juliet” to Premier Sept. 14 at 
Newberry Library 
The Project’s newest educa-
tion outreach offering pre-
miers on September 14 at 
the Newberry Library when 
“50-Minute Romeo and 
Juliet” is presented in a 
staged reading format.  
Adapted by Peter Garino, 
Michelle Shupe and Barbara 
Zahora, “50-Minute Romeo 
and Juliet” is presented by 
four actors:  two that portray 

the star-crossed lovers and 
two that cover the rest of the 
roles in the play.  “Many 
educators are eager to bring 
actors up close to their stu-
dents, and have them per-
form in their classrooms.  
We’re thrilled to be able to 
offer this abridged treat-
ment of one of Shake-
speare’s best known plays,” 
explained Zahora.   The 

Newberry reading on Sep-
tember 14 will be at 
6:00PM.  Admission is free; 
seating is limited.  The read-
ing, directed by Shupe and 
Zahora, will feature Amanda 
Catania, Nick Dargis, Judy 
Blue, and Peter Garino.  A 
discussion with the cast and 
co-directors will follow the 
performance. 

Stephen Spencer, who appeared 
this summer at the Illinois Shake-
speare Festival will direct John 
Webster’s “The Duchess of Malfi” 
January 21-22. 
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Michelle Shupe, Judy Blue, and 
Barbara Zahora at a read-thru 
of “50-Minute Romeo and Juliet” 
on August 20, 2011. 



The Board of Directors of The 
Shakespeare Project of Chi-
cago is pleased to announce 
the appointment of a new 
board member, Regina M. 
Schwartz.  Regina teaches 
Renaissance literature, relig-
ion and culture at Northwest-
ern University as well as 
courses on Justice at their 
Law School and is a former 
president of the Milton Soci-
ety of America.  In 2010, The 
Shakespeare Project pro-
duced Schwartz’s theatrical 
adaptation of John Milton’s 
epic poem “Paradise Lost” at 
the Newberry Library as part 
of the Milton Project.  David 

Skidmore, President of The 
Shakespeare Project’s Board 
of Directors, stated “We are 
thrilled to add Regina to our 
board because of her pas-
sion for Shakespeare, her 
incredible knowledge, and 
her love and appreciation for 
what we do at The Shake-
speare Project.”  Artistic Di-
rector Peter Garino added, 
“Regina will help The Pro-
ject’s goal of expanding our 
outreach to higher education 
institutions and connections to 
professional organizations 
with an interest in Elizabethan 
and Renaissance drama.” 

Prior to joining the faculty at 
Northwestern, Regina taught 
at Duke University for a dec-
ade. She is a recipient of the 
Woodrow Wilson and Rocke-
feller Fellowships, and has 
been a scholar-in-residence 
at the Institute for the Ad-
vanced Study of Culture in 
Virginia. She also wrote the 
libretto for the new opera 
based on Milton's epic, 
"Losing Paradise," recently 
composed by the award-
winning composer, John 
Eaton. 

an opportunist all too ready 
to fill the void at the top.  
Written entirely in blank 
verse and featuring abun-
dant rhyme and lyricism, 
“Richard II” is a fascinating 
psychological portrait of a 
man who questions his fitness 
to be king and the subject 
who passes sentence on him.  
Directed by Artistic Director 

The Divine Right of Kings:  Is 
it a gift of power inherited 
by the fortunate few or a 
political responsibility to be 
rewarded through prudent 
leadership?  In “Richard II”, 
Shakespeare gives us his 
most reluctant and introspec-
tive ruler as we witness a 
saga of questionable leader-
ship and the rise to power of 

Peter Garino, the reading 
will feature a cast of Shake-
speare Project veterans who 
will bring this extraordinary 
play to life.  David Skidmore 
will be featured in the title 
role. 

The Shakespeare Project Announces New Board Member 

“Richard II” Opens 2011-2012 Season 

“50-Minute Hamlet” Plays Park Ridge Public Library 
patrons. It is rare to find a 
program that is so engaging 
and appealing to all ages 
too.”  The Project continues a 
direct mail campaign tar-
geted to high school educa-
tors with an interest in Shake-
speare to help promote 
bookings for the play.  Dur-
ing the past season, “50-
Minute Hamlet” was pre-
sented at Roosevelt Univer-

sity and Oakton Community 
College.  Actors featured in 
the play over the past season 
included Matt Fahey, James 
Krag, Gail Rastorfer, Mi-
chelle Shupe, David 
Skidmore, and Barbara Za-
hora. 

The Project presented Jeff 
Christian’s adaptation “50-
Minute Hamlet” to a standing
-room only audience at the 
Park Ridge Public Library on 
July 21.  The performance 
was a featured event in the 
library’s A Midsummer 
Knight’s Read program.  
Laura Scott of the Park Ridge 
Public Library commented, “I 
heard rave reviews from 
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David Skidmore will portray 
King Richard II October 22-
23. 

Regina M. Schwartz is the 
newest board member of 
The Shakespeare Project 
of Chicago. 

Matt Fahey (Hamlet) and Mi-
chelle Shupe (Laertes) in “50-
Minute Hamlet” at the Park 
Ridge Public Library on July 21, 
2011. 



The Shakespeare Project 
proudly launched its inaugu-
ral internship program in 
2011.  Three students from 
Roosevelt University were 
featured performers in The 
Project’s presentation of “The 
Tempest” in April.  The stu-
dents were selected from 
auditions held at the univer-
sity in December.  The intern-
ship program was brokered 
by Associate Artistic Director 
Barbara Zahora in conjunc-
tion with Sean Kelley, Direc-

tor of the Theatre Conserva-
tory at Roosevelt.  A free 
performance of “50-Minute 
Hamlet” was produced at 
Roosevelt University in De-
cember 2010 to kick off the 
partnership between the uni-
versity and The Project.  Stu-
dent actors Alexandra Gon-
zalez, Harrison Schneider, 
and Karen Vance understud-
ied roles and each got a 
chance to appear in “The 
Tempest.”  Vance went on as 
Ariel in the May 1 perform-

ance at the Highland Park 
Public Library.  Gonzalez 
also worked on dramaturgy 
and directing.  “We are de-
lighted to have provided this 
experience to these talented 
students,” stated Peter 
Garino.  “We learn a lot 
from them in the process.”  
The Project plans to continue 
the program in the upcoming 
season.   Further details will 
be announced by the end of 
the year.  

to Friends of the Library rep-
resentatives from the Wil-
mette and Highland Park 
Public Libraries following 
performances on April 30 
and May 1.  Karen 
Christianson of The Newberry 
Library also was presented 
with a framed poster on April 
30.  The posters were de-
signed by George Zahora 

The Shakespeare Project 
recently acknowledged the 
support of its three library 
sponsors for providing venues 
and sponsorship for its theat-
rical reading series.  As a 
token of thanks, framed post-
ers of The Project’s fall read-
ing of “Measure For Meas-
ure,” signed by the cast and 
artistic staff, were presented 

who also created the sound 
design for “The Tempest.”  
The Project is very grateful 
for the three long-standing 
relationships it has with its 
theatrical reading venues:  
The Wilmette  Public Library 
(since 2002), The Newberry 
Library (since 2003), and The 
Highland Park Public Library 
(since 2006). 

“The Tempest” Featured Roosevelt Univ. Student Interns 

Shakespeare Project Thanks Library Sponsors 

18 Actors Make Debut with The Project in 2010-2011 
last August.” Since its found-
ing in 1995, The Shake-
speare Project has leveraged 
the talents of 263 different 
actors and artists that have 
contributed to its mission.  A 
complete listing of all artists 
that have worked with The 
Project can be found on The 
Project’s website. Actors mak-
ing their debut this past sea-
son with The Project included: 

Weston Blakesley, Amanda 
Catania, Tony Dobrowolski, 
Matt Fahey, Alexandra Gon-
zalez, Susan Gosdick, Jane 
Hannemann, Ron Keaton, 
Isabel Liss, Mary Michell, Mi-
chael Joseph Mitchell, , Harri-
son Schneider, Richard 
Shavzin, Scott Stangland, 
Charles Stransky, Amanda 
Tanguay, Ron Turner, and 
Karen Vance. 

The Shakespeare Project 
drew upon the talents of 41 
actors across its programming 
this past season.  Of these, 
18 made their first appear-
ance with The Project.  Artistic 
Director Peter Garino said, 
“We were very fortunate to 
work with so many talented 
actors over this past season 
— many that we came upon 
during our season auditions 
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Student intern Karen Vance as 
Ariel in “The Tempest.” 

Amanda Tanguay (Miranda) 
and Matt Fahey (Ferdinand) 
made their debut with The 
Project in 2011 in “The Tem-
pest”. 



Actors from The Shakespeare 
Project of Chicago per-
formed 150 hours of in-
classroom training and work-
shops at three Chicago High 
Schools during the Winter/
Spring 2011 school year.  
The contracted work was 
funded by the Academy For 
Urban School Leadership 
(AUSL).  The Project provided 
classroom augmentation ser-
vices to the teaching of 
Shakespeare to enhance the 
student learning experience 
around “Macbeth”, “Romeo 

and Juliet,” and Shake-
speare’s sonnets.  The Shake-
speare Project was the only 
AUSL vendor (which includes 
Chicago Shakespeare Thea-
tre, and Lookinglass among 
others) that placed actors in 
the classroom.  The schools 
served by The Shakespeare 
Project included: Orr Acad-
emy High School, Phillips 
Academy High School, and 
Collins Academy High School.  
Participating actors included 
Melissa Carlson, Matt Fahey, 
Peter Garino, James Krag, 

Isabel Liss, Michael Joseph 
Mitchell,  Michelle Shupe, 
Stephen Spencer, and Bar-
bara Zahora.  Teacher Leah 
Guenther from Phillips Acad-
emy wrote via email, “...the 
actors' visit went extremely 
well. They were supposed to 
stay for 50 minutes but both 
of my classes--both an honors 
class and a lower stream--
kept them there twice as long 
with questions. It was great to 
see their curiosity growing.” 

Name Is Will” features 36 
sonnets and 11 songs from 
Shakespeare’s plays and is 
performed by four actors: 
two men and two women.  It 
had its premier at The Project 
in 1999 and has been per-
formed many times since most 
recently at the opening of the 
Midwest Modern Language 
Association’s annual meeting 

The Project has been commis-
sioned to perform a staged 
reading of its popular adap-
tation of Shakespeare’s son-
nets and songs “My Name Is 
Will” on January 26, 2012 
as part of the Newberry Li-
brary’s Graduates’ dinner.  
Adapted and directed by 
Peter Garino with original 
music by Chris Walz, “My 

at McCormick Place in 2010.  
As of publication, the cast will 
include Jeff Christian, Mary 
Ringstad, Dan Rodden and 
Barbara Zahora. 

The Shakespeare Project of  Chicago and AUSL 

“My Name Is Will” to Play Newberry Graduates’ Dinner 

Did You Know... 
ing in-school workshops and 
programming, not administra-
tive overhead.  For example, 
a $100 donation will fund 
two actors performing a one-
hour workshop in a local high 
school.  At a time when state 
funding for the arts is under 
greater constraints than ever 
before, The Project’s actor-
driven, low-overhead busi-
ness model makes it possible 
to bring Shakespeare into 

classrooms without prohibitive 
price tags.  All donors are 
acknowledged on our web-
site (unless otherwise re-
quested).  You can also make 
an electronic  donation via 
PayPal from our website or 
mail your contribution to: The 
Shakespeare Project of Chi-
cago, P.O. Box 25126, Chi-
cago, IL 60625. Thank you! 

...that your contributions to 
The Shakespeare Project of 
Chicago help to fund our 
student outreach programs in 
Chicago-area schools?  As a 
501c3 not-for-profit organi-
zation, all donations are tax 
deductible to the fullest ex-
tent of the law.  Because The 
Project does not maintain a 
full-time administrative staff, 
you are assured that your 
donations go directly to fund-
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Left to right: composer Chris Walz, 
actors Gail Rastorfer, Jeff Chris-
tian, Dan Rodden, adaptor/
director Peter Garino, and actor 
Mary Ringstad from the 2006 
production of “My Name Is Will.” 

Michael Joseph Mitchell, Michelle 
Shupe, Barbara Zahora, and 
James Krag on January 4, 2011 
at a rehearsal for “Page to the 
Stage Macbeth” that was pre-
sented to three AUSL Chicago 
High Schools in 2011. 

Gail Rastorfer as Claudius in “50
-Minute Hamlet” at Northwestern 
University on July 8, 2010. 



Familiar faces from The 
Shakespeare Project of Chi-
cago were seen on many 
Chicago area stages during 
the past year.  Nathan Hos-
ner recently appeared at 
Chicago Shakespeare Thea-
tre in “The Madness of King 
George.”  Stephen Spencer 
spent the summer at the Illi-
nois Shakespeare Festival 
appearing in “Romeo and 

Juliet” and “The Winter’s 
Tale”.  Gail Rastorfer ap-
peared at Chicago Drama-
tists in “Hickory Dickory”.  
Mary Michell and Jack 
Hickey appeared in “Faith 
Healer” at the Oak Park Fes-
tival theatre.  Sean Cooper 
had the lead role in “The 
Metal Children” at Next 
Theatre.  Michelle Shupe and 
Corliss Preston appeared in 

“Dripping Jewels” at The 
Josef Glimer Gallery.  Jeff 
Christian appeared in “Moon 
Over the Brewery” at Artists’ 
Ensemble Theatre, Rockford.  
Fredric Stone appeared in 
“Scorched” at Silk Road 
Theatre.  Barbara Zahora 
appeared in “Candida” at 
Shaw Chicago and in 
“Heartbreak House” at Writ-
ers’ Theatre.   

Seen On Stage 

Actor Profile: Sean Cooper 
Dream”, Leonine (‘a mur-
derer’) in “’Pericles,” and 
Octavius Caesar (‘the young 
Roman boy’) in “Antony and 
Cleopatra”. Other favorite  
Shakespeare Project roles 
only slightly less younger 
than his actual age include 
Jack Absolute in “The Rivals”, 
Algernon in “The Importance 
of Being Earnest”, and Jason 
in “In Medea Res”. Sean has 
also worked at Steppenwolf, 
The Goodman, Northlight, 
Victory Gardens, Chicago 
Children’s Theatre, Next, 
Rivendell, About Face, Piven, 
and the Neo-Futurists, among 
others. As a long time mem-
ber of Terrapin Theatre, he 

wrote and directed an adap-
tation of Jean-Phillipe Tous-
saint’s “La Salle de Bain” 
which won a first place Thea-
tre Grant Award from the 
French Cultural Services. On 
TV, he survived being hung 
by a noose in a guest star-
ring role opposite Patrick 
Swayze, and if you don’t 
blink, you might see him skip-
ping stones for Nature Valley 
Granola bars. His wife, Les-
ley Bevan, is the Shake-
speare expert in the family, 
and he looks forward to the 
day when his one year old 
son Rylo is old enough to 
take over where his dad left 
off.  

Sean has been The Shake-
speare Project’s resident 
young upstart for the past 
seven seasons. He has had 
the privilege and pleasure of 
playing roles significantly 
younger than his actual age 
in over fifteen Project pro-
ductions. Highlights include 
Mortimer (‘deluded, most 
unhappy youth’) in “Mary 
Stuart”, Claudio (‘a young 
man more fit to do another 
such offence than die for this’) 
in “Measure for Measure”, 
another Claudio (‘a young 
Florentine called Claudio’) in 
“Much Ado About Nothing”, 
Demetrius (‘a young lover’) in 
“A Midsummer Night’s 

Page 5 

September  2011 

Nathan Hosner who portrayed 
Angelo for The Project’s “Measure 
For Measure” last season, was 
featured in Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre’s “The Madness of King 
George” this spring. 

Sean Cooper at the first re-
hearsal for “Mary Stuart” on 
January 8, 2011. 

Thank You to our Benefactors! 
Many thanks to all of our benefactors who contributed to our 2010-2011 season.  Ann Albert,  
Anonymous,  Sunder & Carolyn Bajaj, Lynn & Aaron Broaddus, Jack & Janet Christian,  Deborah 
Clifton, Brooks Davis,  J. Friedman,  James & Martha Fritts,  Joseph A. Gagliano, In Memory of 
Margaret D. Garino,  Barbara S. Glatt, Joan J. Golder,  C.J. Herhold,  Nancy Herzog,  Leigh K. 
Johnson,  Art & Kathy Klawans,  Arthur Kowitt,   John & Regina Kulczycki,  Carol E. Lewis,  Donald 
& Sharen Linder, Rhita Lippitz,  Kevin & Laura McVey,   George & Gerry Messenger,   Alice 
Mills, Marlene Mitchel,  Annie Moldafsky,  Sydelle F. Nelson,   Dawn & John Palmer,  Catherine 
Regaldo,  Elanor & Harvard Reiter,   Leonard & Elizabeth Ringstad,  Mary Ann San Martin,  Al-
fred Saucedo,  Jay & Lou Ann Schachner,   Patricia M. Shanahan, Christopher & Hisae Shea,  
M.F. Sherman,  Thomas & Felicity Skidmore,  Melanie Spitz,  Myrna Sylvester,  Dick & Mary 
Woods, The Illinois Arts Council, Season of Change Foundation, Swedish Covenant Hospital, Kraft 
Foods Matching Gift Program.  Bravo to all! 

The Shakespeare Project of 
Chicago  is partially supported 
by a grant from the Illinois Arts 
Council, a state agency. 



theatre-goer typically en-
counters, I told him.  We are 
an actor-driven company 
highly focused around mean-
ing and the power of the 
spoken word.  By providing 
an introduction to the play 
beforehand, we give the au-
dience an orientation to the 
play’s historical roots and 
point out things to watch and 
listen for during the perform-
ance.  We then invite the 
audience to stick around af-
ter the performance to share 
their experiences and obser-

I had lunch recently with a 
fellow classmate from my 
theatre days at Hofstra Uni-
versity in New York.  “Tell me 
about The Shakespeare Pro-
ject,” he requested.  I contem-
plated as expedient an an-
swer as possible to communi-
cate the essence of The Pro-
ject while trying to keep my 
pasta dish from getting cold.  
I told him that the word 
“Project” was a key compo-
nent to our identity.  We pro-
vide an audience experience 
very different than what a 

vations with us.  I told him I 
believe our audience mem-
bers value what we do be-
cause we provide them with 
a 360-degree experience of 
the play bookended by the 
introduction and talk-back 
afterwards.  As we look for-
ward to this coming season, 
we again invite you to come 
early and stick around after-
wards to  tell us what you 
think.  We are here for you.  
See you at the show.   
—Peter Garino, Artistic Di-
rector 

Stick Around After the Show... 

P.O. Box 25126 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 
 

Phone: 773-262-9799, ext. 3 
E-mail: peter@ 
shakespeareprojectchicago.org 
Website: 
shakespeareprojectchicago.org 
 
Staff: 
Peter Garino, Artistic Director 
Barbara Zahora, Associate       
Artistic Director 
Melissa Carlson, Director of 
Education  
 
Board of Directors: 
David Skidmore, President 
Ron Weiner, Vice President 
Allen Arnett, Treasurer 
Mary Ringstad, Secretary 
Deborah Clifton, Member at 
Large 
Regina M. Schwartz, Member 
at Large 
 
Theatrical Reading Venues: 
The Newberry Library, Chicago 
Wilmette Public Library 
Highland Park Public Library 

Since 1995, The Shakespeare Project of Chicago has dedicated itself to presenting free theatrical 
readings of William Shakespeare and other classic dramatists to Chicago area audiences.  The 
Shakespeare Project of Chicago also offers education outreach programs on Shakespeare studies to 
local schools.  The company draws it talent from the extraordinary pool of local professional actors, 
all members of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors.  The actors receive a 
stipend for their work, which is well below their regular union pay scale.  The Shakespeare Project 
actors lend their talents to The Shakespeare Project because they share the Project’s mission of mak-
ing the Shakespeare experience accessible to all, regardless of proximity or economic means. 

Post-show discussion at “The Tempest”, Highland Park Public Library, May 1, 2011 

“Measure For Measure” - first 
read-through on October 9, 
2010. 


